
Exploring the Field – Effectiveness and Improvement 
Research 

The Educational Effectiveness and Improvement (EEI) ‘Tradition’ is the most established, 
international and co-ordinated group researching topics relating to the effectiveness and 
improvement of schools. It can be thought of as being comprised of two overlapping areas: 
educational effectiveness research (EER) and school improvement research. The former is a 
combination of teacher effectiveness and school effectiveness research (Chapman et al., 2016).  

There are several anchor points for the EEI community. Most centrally are 1) the journal: School 
Effectiveness and School Improvement (SESI), 2) the handbook: International Handbook of 
Educational Effectiveness and Improvement (Chapman et al., 2016); and 3) the conference: 
International Congress for School Effectiveness and Improvement (ICSEI). Beyond these lie a 
wider range of journals, handbooks and compilations, and communities within general 
educational research associations. Other related journals include (but are not limited to): 

 Effective Education 
 Improving Schools 
 School Leadership and Management 

There are ‘special interest groups’ or strands linked to most major conferences and educational 
research associations (e.g., BERA, EARLI, EERA, ECER, AERA and more). Other handbooks 
include the predecessors of the 2016 handbook, The International Handbook of School 
Effectiveness Research (1999); The International Handbook of School Effectiveness and 
Improvement (2007); The International Handbook of Educational Change (2005); The Second 
International Handbook of Educational Change (2010); The International Handbook of Teacher 
and School Development (2017); and the recent International Perspectives in Educational 
Effectiveness Research (2020). 
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