Exploring the Field - Evidence-informed practice (EIP)

Introduction

For the purposes of the book, we define EIP generally as any form of professional practice that
is informed by any research evidence, usually alongside practical evidence. We refer readers
back to the broad definitions of research, evidence and theory we provide in Chapter 2 as well
as our discussion of the continuum between research and practice; these highlight the
potentially large variety of forms that EIP can take. This diversity makes the job of describing
the community and work of EIP unfeasible for us, as this would involve surveying all use of
research and evidence across the entire education sector. Instead, we focus here on some of
the more visible organisations supporting EIP. Some are linked to WW, some are not. In short,
in this section we provide a brief overview of prominent EIP organisations rather than the
content, method or practice of EIP in the profession, which is far more fluid, multifarious and
complex.

Let's start with a high-profile example: in England there is a practitioner-led education research
conference called ResearchEd. While ResearchkEd does produce ‘outputs’ such as a magazine
and books (and a very good YouTube channel), they are primarily known for generating a
community in which researchers and practitioners (and researcher-practitioners) can discuss
research, exchange knowledge and advance EIP. Similarly, the EEF (discussed as a leading
example of WW) run a Research Schools Network, which hosts conferences and brings
practitioners together for events and continuing professional development and learning
activities (Gu et al., 2020). Both of these tend to include a mixture of WW and EIP thinking (see
below): to the degree practitioners are being given guidance about what ‘the evidence says'
and seeking to implement it, they are engaged in WW (or evidence-based practice); to the
extent to which the evidence forms part of a practitioner-led conversation about effective
policy and practice, they are (by our definition at least) engaged in EIP.

Evidence-informed Practice Organisations and Ecosystems

There are many organisations that sit between research and practice. Some have bridging
research and practice as their main purpose; others do so as a subsidiary function. Connecting
research to practice is done through the synthesis, filtering and communication (or
‘'mobilisation’) of research evidence and through knowledge exchange between research and
practice (e.g., collaboration on applied research projects) (see Breckon et al.,, 2019; Nelson &
O'Beirne, 2014). Organisations which include a research function include the government
Department for Education; Ofsted, the inspectorate in England; examination boards; trade
unions; subject associations; education publishers and many more. Organisations with
expertise and a more dedicated focus on supporting evidence-informed practice in England
include the Centre for the Use of Research and Evidence in Education (CUREE) (Perry was a
former employee and is now an associate), Evidence Based Education (EBE), the Durham



University Evidence Centre for Education (DECE) and the (sadly recently closed) Institute for
Effective Education (IEE) to name just a few. There are many examples of centres, institutes and
networks supporting EIP internationally such as the Knowledge Network of Applied Education
Research (KNAER) in Ontario, Canada, The Center for Research and Reform in Education (CRRE)
based at John Hopkins School of Education in the US (known in part for their Best Evidence in
Brief e-newsletter), and many more organisations of varying specialism, function and profile.
EIP activity is frequently organised through networks such as the Warwick Teacher Researcher
Network based in at the University of Warwick' (where we work) or school-based groups (e.g.,
as described in Tinsley, 2021).

EIP organisations compete, cooperate and co-exist in a complex organisational landscape —
the politics and economy of which are beyond our present focus. As such, what the EIP
community looks like is region- and country-specific (see Brown & Malin, 2022). In the book
we mostly have in mind the system with which we are most familiar: England. It would make
for a very worthwhile research study to map out and compare EEI, WW, and EIP communities
and work by region, and examine how different research ‘ecosystems’ vary internationally and
why. We apologise for the somewhat England-centric description of the main factions of the
Evidence-Informed Education field. Our engagement with international research communities
suggests that the methodological issues we discuss throughout this book are inherent to the
opportunities and challenges of Evidence-Informed Education everywhere. We suspect,
however, that other systems — given their differing political, organisational and cultural
circumstances — will have achieved greater or lesser levels of integration of the various factions
and perspectives on Evidence-Informed Education research and will feel the challenges of
research and evidence-informed improvement we discuss more or less acutely.
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